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LARRY’S LINES 
 
In February we began the Lenton Season with our Ash Wednesday Service. Here are some Observations 
on Matthew 17, written by Laura Traux:   The story of the Transfiguration is a gospel oddity. With      
precious few exceptions, Jesus looked every day of his life as ordinary as ordinary could be. Despite the 
common depiction of him in artwork, there was no visible halo over his head, no peculiar glow from his 
face, no beatific expression on his face. He was truly human, as the Church has long confessed. But he 
was truly divine, too, but incognito most of the time. Except here. For a few awesome moments, divine 
glory burst through. Everything we associate with divinity—power, splendor, blinding light, radiant     
effulgence—dominated Jesus’ appearance. Elijah and Moses put in a cameo, too. Peter wants to capture 
it, of course, and keep it going but for now, that just can’t happen. 
 
The text says in Greek that Jesus “metamorphed” or “transfigured” before their eyes, but I’ve long 
thought that’s wrong. A metamorphosis is usually something that happens when someone or something 
changes from something it wasn’t previously into something new. In Jesus’ case, however, that didn’t 
happen: it’s more that something of what he had been all along became visible briefly. 
 
Lent is a time to remember our sins and our mortality. How does a text like this help us do that? Perhaps 
this way: none of us is divine as Jesus was. Yet the New Testament tells us that we have been recreated 
into his glorious image, that all who now live “in Christ” have become a new creation even now. The 
tragedy of our sin is that we forget this. When we are unkind to a Christian brother or sister, we inflict 
harm on someone who, if we could see who they really are in Christ and what they will look like in our 
Father’s kingdom, we would be tempted to fall down and worship. When we abuse our own bodies or  
debase ourselves in various ways, we forget who we are in Christ. 
 
The transfiguration was in its own way a unique event specific to Jesus. Yet its deepest truth dwells deep 
within us now, too. Remembering that gives us reason to live for Christ now and also hope for beyond the 
grave. Like Moses and Elijah, we also will one day be with our Lord, talking with him and seeing him as 
he is even as we shall appear as what we really are already now: glorious beings in Christ! 
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World Day of Prayer is a worldwide, ecumenical 
movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a 
common day of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing       
relationship in prayer and service. 
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