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A message from Rev. Dann 

The Present Time 

  

     Currently experts are trying to read the future for us.  Economists are spending a lot of 

time with statistics, so they can tell us which way the economy is moving.  Odds makers are  

analyzing baseball and basketball teams, so they can predict which teams will win games.  And 

pollsters are interviewing people so they can tell us which way public opinion is going prior to 

the presidential election in November. 

     To be successful at forecasting you have to have both information and skill.  The weather 

forecaster has to know what the barometric pressures are.  The economist has to have the 

figures on the gross national product.   The pollster needs to get information about what 

groups of voters say they are going to do in November.   But even with all the data each expert 

has to interpret the information. 

     Jesus used weather forecasting as an illustration.   Luke, the Gospel writer, records Jesus 

saying:  "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, `A shower is coming' and so 

it happens.  And when you see the south wind blowing you say, `There will be scorching heat;' 

and so it happens. 

You Hypocrites!  You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky; but why do you 

not know how to interpret the present time?"  (Luke 12:54-59   NRSV) 

       This question has caused a lot of discussion about what Jesus intended.  I think he was  

interested in helping people discover what the possibilities are for folks to be faithful to 

God.  You see Jesus himself was a sign, and he was asking, “Can you see what God is doing in 

this time? … in your life? 

     There may even be an urgency in Christ's question,  "Why Do You Not Know How To  

Interpret The Present Time?"  People were missing the meaning of who they were and what 

they were doing.  They were not able to see the future taking place right in front of them.  So 

they were not doing the things today, to help them be ready for tomorrow.   

     Jesus' question is to us too:  Why do WE not know how to interpret the present time?   The 

question Jesus asked pushes us to understand what God's will is for me.  What God’s will is for 

our church.   

     Let’s look together for new directions and old pathways that will lead us into the future of 

God’s intended ministry for us as individuals and for our congregation. 
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